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A Case Study of the Curriculum Diversification in American High School based
on Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology

YANG Ming-quan
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Curriculum diversification has become an important trend in high school curriculum reform
in China in recent years. Implications could be made from the curriculum diversification in American high
schools. The study investigated the curriculum objectives, curriculum structure, the types of the core cur-
riculums and the curriculum content in Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology and
found that curriculum diversification in high school was of great significance to students’ development.
The diversity of curriculums allowed students to make selections based on their personal development and
interest; the distinguishing features of curriculums could promote educational ideas of the school; the set-
ting up of plenty of AP courses could benefit the course connection between high school and university;
and the offering of science and technology experiment courses and self-inquiry courses could benefit the
fostering of scientific and technological talents.

Key words: American high school; diversification of curriculums; Thomas Jefferson High School for

Science and Technology; case study
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